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Turtle Tracking remains a priority for

Newport Aquarium’s WAVE Foundation
Newport, Ky. – Slow and steady may win the race, but when it comes to turtle tracking, consistency is the key to success. For the fifth consecutive year, the WAVE Foundation at the Newport Aquarium is supporting turtle conservation by funding satellite tags to track loggerhead sea turtles. 
Turtles named “Jimmy P.” and “Freedom” were tagged with satellite tracking devices on Bald Head Island, NC. They will be tracked, via satellite, as they journey through the Atlantic Ocean. Satellite tags last approximately 12-18 months and provide vital data to researchers about the habits of these elusive and threatened animals at sea. 

As part of the WAVE Foundation’s Name the Turtle contest, Renee Otts submitted the winning name, “Freedom.” “Jimmy P.” is named after James E. Parsons, of Newport, Ky., former City Manager of Newport and WAVE Foundation supporter.
The turtles were tagged with the help of North Carolina Wildlife Resources, as well as staff from the Bald Head Island Conservancy and the Marine Turtle Research Group. 

Scientists use the data collected from the satellite tags to learn more about where these endangered sea turtles travel so organizations can better work to save them. This research is vital in the efforts to save this species from extinction.

Parents and teachers in the tri-state area can follow the loggerheads' progress to educate children about the endangered sea turtles, the ocean currents and geography as the journey of the loggerhead is tracked via satellite on http://seaturtle.org. Log on to this site and to learn more about these incredible creatures and their nesting journey.

The WAVE Foundation, designated as a 501(c) 3 organization, is the independent, educational branch of the Newport Aquarium, which was created to further efforts to educate the community about aquatic life and the conservation of natural resources and habitats. The WAVE acronym stands for Welfare of Aquatic Animals and Natural Resources, Advocate for Conservation, Volunteer Pursuits and Educational Opportunities.For more information visit www.wavefoundation.org.

Newport Aquarium showcases thousands of animals from around the world in a million gallons of water. This state-of-the-art facility was named the No. 1 aquarium in the Midwest in the Zagat Survey’s U.S. Family Travel Guide in 2004 and the Best Rainy Day Outing in 2006 in Cincinnati Family Magazine. Like its sister aquarium, Adventure Aquarium, on the Camden Waterfront, Camden, NJ, Newport Aquarium is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA), a leader in global wildlife conservation. The Aquarium is open to the public 365 days a year and is located only two minutes from downtown Cincinnati at Newport on the Levee. For more information, visit www.newportaquarium.com
 or call 859-261-7444.
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