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Aquarium’s WAVE Foundation sponsors
turtle tracking for fourth year
Newport, Ky. – Slow and steady may win the race, but when it comes to turtle tracking, consistency is the key to success. For the fourth consecutive year, the Newport Aquarium’s WAVE Foundation has partnered with the Bald Head Island Conservancy to sponsor satellite tags to help track loggerhead sea turtles. 

This year, WAVE funded two satellite tags to be used on nesting female loggerheads turtles, named “Kate” and “Heidi” by WAVE staffers. The turtles were tagged with the help of North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission’s sea turtle biologist Matthew Godfrey, as well as staff from the Bald Head Island Conservancy, SEATURTLE.ORG, and the Marine Turtle Research Group. 

Scientists use the data collected from the satellite tags to learn more about where these threatened sea turtles travel so organizations can better work to save them. This research is vital in the efforts to save this species from extinction. The turtles’ progress is recorded on the not-for-profit website SEATURTLE.ORG <www.seaturtle.org/tracking/?project_id=158>.
“This program is important because it aligns with WAVE’s educational and conservation mission,” said Katharene Snavely, Director, Corporate and Donor Development for the WAVE Foundation. “The years that we’ve been involved in this program have helped us to make a difference in the turtle research community.”
WAVE Foundation’s 2006 Loggerhead Sea Turtles

Kate:
Fitted with a transmitter on July 11, she has begun to travel northwest of Bald Head Island, up towards Cape Hatteras. Like other loggerheads tracked from Bald Head Island in previous seasons, Kate appears to be heading towards northern foraging areas such as the Chesapeake Bay or perhaps Delaware Bay (data provided by SEATURTLE.ORG). This turtle was named after one of the Aquarium’s most beloved cast members, Kate Geiger, who lost her battle to cancer on April 15, 2006. Kate was a passionate advocate of our animals and the mission to educate our community about marine life and the importance of preserving their habitats. Her sincere and loving character lifted spirits, even during some of her own more difficult times.
Heidi:
Scheduled to be tagged and released around July 24, Heidi’s progress will also be tracked on the not-for-profit website SEATURTLE.ORG. This turtle was named in honor of Heidi Jark, the President of the WAVE Foundation. Heidi, vice president and manager of the Foundation Office at Fifth Third Bank, has been a WAVE Foundation board member since its inception in 1999. She was named President of WAVE in 2004. She is a passionate supporter of the Foundation and its mission.
- more -
The WAVE Foundation, designated as a 501(c) 3 organization, is the independent, educational branch of the Newport Aquarium, which was created to further efforts to educate the community about marine life and the conservation of natural resources and habitats. The WAVE acronym stands for Welfare of Aquatic Animals and Natural Resources, Advocate for Conservation, Volunteer Pursuits and Educational Opportunities.
Newport Aquarium showcases thousands of animals from around the world in a million gallons of water, including the enormously popular “Sweet Pea,” one of the only shark rays in the world. Named the No. 1 aquarium in the Midwest in the Zagat Survey’s U.S. Family Travel Guide in 2004, this state-of-the-art facility is open to the public 365 days a year. Like its sister aquarium, Adventure Aquarium, on the Camden Waterfront, Camden, NJ, Newport Aquarium is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA), a leader in global wildlife conservation. Located only two minutes from downtown Cincinnati at Newport on the Levee. For more information, visit newportaquarium.com or call 859-261-7444.
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