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Newport Aquarium names Thomas More’s
Lorentz to the WAVE Foundation Board
Newport, Ky. – The Newport Aquarium has welcomed Chris Lorentz, Ph.D., as the newest board member of its nonprofit arm, the WAVE Foundation. Constituted in 1999, the WAVE Board is comprised of an impressive array of community leaders and educators who advocate local, national and global efforts to strengthen awareness of aquatic conservation and education. 

Lorentz brings seventeen years of experience in education and environmental practices to the WAVE Foundation. He began teaching at Thomas More in 1994 and has taught a variety of classes including Aquatic Biology, Genetics and Evolution. He has taken students to Australia for study-abroad experiences in the natural history of the rainforests and coral reefs. 
Alongside his teaching, he serves as the Director of the Center for Ohio River Research and Education at the College's Biology Field Station. Through the Center, he has been awarded over a dozen research grants and is presently involved in four projects including two stream surveys and a collaborative effort with the University of Louisville to study the primary productivity of the Ohio River and the effects on fish growth rates. 

In addition, he has been working with the Husbandry Department at the Newport Aquarium in the collection and care of the local freshwater specimens and volunteering as adjunct curator of fishes at the Cincinnati Museum of Natural History. For the past two years, he has been a Board member for the Kentucky Academy of Science and this year became Chair of the Science Education Committees. He has served as president of the local chapter of Sigma Xi, a national scientific research society, and is an active member of the American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetology, the American Fisheries Society and the Kentucky Academy of Sciences. 

In the community, Lorentz has served on Executive Board of the Ohio River Way, served as a mentor with the Cincinnati Youth Collaborative, is active with Big Brother/Big Sisters of Greater Cincinnati and is a member of the Young Professional of the American Cancer Society and a member of Legacy, a leadership group stemming from Forward Quest, dedicated to the smart growth and development of Northern Kentucky. Recently he served as Co-Chair of the Educational Excellence Action Team for VISION 2015 Regional Planning Initiative in N. Kentucky.
Lorentz is from a family of six children and grew up in Louisville, Ohio. He attended Columbia University in New York, majored in Biology, and upon graduation, he received a fellowship to attend Kent State University and earned a doctorate in Systematic and Evolutionary Ecology. Lorentz resides in Hyde Park. 

The WAVE Foundation, designated as a 501(c)3 organization, is the independent, educational branch of the Newport Aquarium, which was created to further efforts to educate the community about marine life and the conservation of natural resources and habitats. The WAVE acronym stands for Welfare of Aquatic Animals and Natural Resources, Advocate for Conservation, Volunteer Pursuits and

Educational Opportunities.

Newport Aquarium showcases thousands of animals from around the world in a million gallons of water, including the enormously popular “Sweet Pea,” one of the only shark rays in the world. Named the No. 1 aquarium in the Midwest in the Zagat Survey’s U.S. Family Travel Guide in 2004, this state-of-the-art facility is open to the public 365 days a year. Like its sister aquarium, Adventure Aquarium, on the Camden Waterfront, Camden, NJ, Newport Aquarium is an accredited member of the American Zoo and Aquarium Association (AZA), a leader in global wildlife conservation. Located only two minutes from downtown Cincinnati at Newport on the Levee. For more information, visit newportaquarium.com or call 859-261-7444.
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